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Healthier pets live longer, happier lives.

Funding the unexpected: 

Consider pet 
insurance to 
cover your pet’s 
veterinary care

Pet health insurance is becoming increasingly popular in the U.S. Still, far too many pets are uninsured, and 
every year, some suffer poor health or are euthanized simply because their owners can’t afford treatment.

Is pet insurance a practical option for you and your pet? It’s easy to decide.

If you answered “Yes” to any of the questions in section 1 or “No” to any of the questions in sections 2 or 3, 
you should consider pet health insurance. 

1. Your bond with your pet      

1)  Do you consider your pet to be a member of the family?

2)  Do you buy gifts for your pet or feed premium pet food? 

2. Paying for care
1)  Can you afford a large, unexpected charge on your existing credit card(s)?

2) Do you have enough money or savings to comfortably pay for a veterinary emergency?

3. Risk tolerance
1)  Are you comfortable waiting to see if your sick or hurt pet gets better on his own?

2) Are you comfortable budgeting for an unexpected veterinary bill?

YES NO



Policy and coverage factors to consider

Tips to simplify decision-making

Pet insurance policies provide varying levels of coverage for a wide range of conditions. Many cover 
accidents, illnesses, hospitalization, X-rays, surgeries, and even serious or chronic diseases like cancer, 
diabetes and arthritis. Some may cover hereditary conditions as well.

Some policies offer more limited coverage at lower prices. You may be limited by what’s covered, or by 
the amount of reimbursement available. Policies vary by insurer and the differences may be significant—
so choose carefully, as you may be with this provider for the life of your pet.

If you decide to purchase pet insurance, there are several companies to choose from. Some may offer 
discounts for multiple pets, military veterans and membership affiliations.

Planning how you’ll pay for your pet’s health care is important. With a little bit of forethought, you can help 
your pet live a long, healthy life.

Similarities 
•  Choice of deductible

•  Choice of co-pay

•  Coverage for unexpected medical care available

•  Coverage for expected preventive care available

•  Monthly premiums

•  Benefit limits may be annual or per condition

•  Prescription drug coverage

DO 
•  Enroll your pet when he or she is healthy.

•  Ask your veterinary hospital staff for 
recommendations.

•  Compare at least two different companies.

•  Make sure you understand how you’ll be 
reimbursed.

•  Ask how long the company has been in business.

•  As if the number of claims submitted affects  
your premium.

Differences
•  If you change companies, the new insurer will consider your 

pet’s past and current medical conditions to be pre-existing 
and therefore ineligible for coverage 

•  You pay the veterinarian in full at the time of treatment

•  You file a claim and receive reimbursement

•  Deductible and co-pay are applied to your reimbursement

•  You can use any vet; there is no network to stay within 

DON’T
•  Wait to get a policy until your pet needs medical care.  

No pet insurer covers pre-existing conditions.

•  Make a decision solely on advertising. Read the fine print 
on how the policy actually works.

•  Base your decision on cost alone. A low premium may not 
provide enough coverage, while a higher premium may be 
affordable now but could become burdensome later.
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Pet health insurance functions a bit like your own health insurance—but because pets are legally 
considered “property,” it also functions a bit like your home or auto insurance.

Pet insurance 101
Pet insurance vs. human insurance: Similarities and differences


